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THE LOTUS LEAF 

A SECTION OF THE LOTUS MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO 

THE DESCRIPTION OF BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS 

OF UNUSUAL CHARACTER AND IMPORTANCE 

A Royal Store 

A Half-Day of Wonders in the Carpet Department of the Great London 
House of Harvey Nichols & Co., Ltd. 




[N Englishman's 
visit to New York 
without seeing Alt- 
man's, to Chica- 
go without seeing 
Marshall Field's, to 
Philadelphia with- 
out seeing Wana- 
maker's, is as conceivable as an Ameri- 
can's visit to London without seeing 
Harvey Nichols & Co., Ltd., the cele- 
brated Knightsbridge store which has 
been honoured by the Royal Warrants 
of many Sovereigns. 

I myself hope some day to see this 
great store — the pride of this nation 
of shopkeepers — where everything is 
so refreshingly different from our own 
stores, excepting the spirit of complete 
freedom with which one roams from 
department to department without be- 
ing importuned in any way. I planned 
to do it one afternoon recently — but 1 
got no farther than the Carpet Depart- 
ment! 



There is always something fascina- 
ting to me about a carpet department. 
Like Prince Housain's magic carpet, 
it transports me to the mystic atmos- 
phere of the Arabian Nights, showing 
me the beautiful Shahrazad reclining 
on her rich oriental rugs at the foot of 
King Shahriyar's bed, relating her 
Thousand-and-One-Nights Story. And 
who shall say that the weird designs 
and fantastic colourings of some of 
Harvey Nichols & Company's vast col- 
lection of antique rugs do not date back 
as far as these eternal Entertainments 
themselves? 

It is not without reason that this 
fine old store claims to possess one of 
the most complete collections of Ori- 
ental carpets and rugs in the world. 
Samakund, Shirvan, Anatolian, Kara- 
bagh, Khorassan, Kilim, Moussoul, 
Tabriz, Meshed, Koula, Feraghan, 
Moshkabad, Kasak, — Orientals of every 
kind are there in bewildering abund- 
ance. They line the broad staircase, 
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they drape the lofty walls, they lie in 
irregular stacks here, there and every- 
where. One superbly coloured Pers- 
ian in pine design — just the thing for 
a long corridor — was offered at $112 
— about half the price I had surmised. 
Another, a peculiarly beautiful Tur- 
key that must have been antique when 
our grandparents were children, was 
selling at $60; I should have thought 
myself fortunate to have picked up such 
a fine specimen for five times that fig- 



decoration. These two piles were over- 
stock of last season, and were marked 
down in a way that would make Ameri- 
can bargain-hunters green with envy! 
I cannot resist quoting figures here: 
there was one delicate carnation-ground 
Turkish carpet 9 ft. 8 in. x 9 ft. reduced 
from $60 to $5o. A greater bargain 
still — a $73 carpet reduced to $37.50! 
Several others were similarly reduced 
for the stocktaking sale, and they stay 
at the reduced prices till cleared. What 
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ure in New York. There were stacks of 
little Persian prayer rugs at $9, many 
prizes amongst them. I do not know 
when my eyes have feasted on such 
a glory of colourings — carnations, tur- 
quoise, mouse-greys, camels — every 
conceivable shade in designs irresisti- 
bly charming. A beautiful Saraband 
rug at $78 caught my eye as I passed 
to another section of the Carpet De- 
partment, where I saw two huge piles 
of Indian and Turkish carpets in a 
variety of delightful colourings, per- 
fectly adapted for the present vogue of 
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an opportunity for American visitors 
who are furnishing a house in England 
for the Season ! 

I have visited many of the great 
stores on both sides of the Atlantic at 
one time or another, but never have I 
seen so fine and extensive a selection 
of antique oriental rugs as here at Har- 
vey Nichols', and nowhere in the world 
have I met such extraordinary values. 

There is a good deal of sound satis- 
faction in buying antique Oriental rugs 
from a store of the repute of Harvey 
Nichols & Co., Ltd., whose prestige 
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guarantees one against misrepresen- 
tation, particularly as every connois- 
seur of rugs and tapestries knows how 
"antiques 11 may be faked, almost to 
defy the expert, by means of pumice- 
stone, washing, chemicals and innumer- 
able other little tricks. 
Here the carpet depart- 
ment is in the hands of 
experts who have spent 
their lives among car- 
pets, and whose advice 
and opinion are always 
courteously given. This 
department, by the way, 
was one of the original 
departments of the firm, 
and is nearly a century 
old. 

The manner in which 
Oriental carpets and 
rugs are acquired by the 
retailer is rather inter- 
esting. Expert buyers 
are constantly touring the smaller 
towns and villages of Persia and the 
East, eagerly snapping up every antique 
they come across, and attending the 
markets of the larger towns to buy the 
regular goods as they come up for auc- 
tion. It may readily be understood 
what keen competition 
exists amongst these 
travellers to secure the 
finest prizes for their 
respective houses. Har- 
vey Nichols have good 
reason to congratulate 
themselves upon the 
magnificent selection 
their able buyers have 

secured for them. 

55, 

I managed to drag my- g 
self away from the an- t 




tiques and modern orientals at last — 
only to find my interest newly absorbed 
by some extraordinarily fine examples 
of British hand-tufted carpets. In some 
very precious samples of these there 
were as many as 144 hand-tied knots to 
the square inch! These 
are the carpets of which 
the novelist writes when 
he speaks of the hero's 
feet sinking without a 
sound into the luxurious 
rich pile— for the pile of 
these gorgeous carpets 
is practically an inch 
deep! There is a steady 
sale for this fabric at 
prices ranging anywhere 
from $6 to $60 per square 
yard! The principal 
qualities are known as 
fine real Axminster and 
Anhlo-Turkey. They 
are manufactured at 
Wilton, in Wiltshire— the little town 
to which we owe the now world-re- 
nowned Wilton pile carpet — and they 
are woven on the same principles, on 
the same looms, in the same quaint 
old factory, as they were when the 
founder of the firm was granted the 
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Royal Charter, over two centuries ago! 
I feel I should have lost a great deal 
had I returned home without running 
down to Wilton, through the delightful 
old Cathedral City of Salisbury, to see 
this dear old Royal home in Britain, 
as well as those of many of our mil- 
lionaires. 

Quite a quantity of the very finest 
hand-made carpets are sent from Wil- 
ton, I was told, to New York, Chicago, 
and Philadelphia, and it is no unusual 
thing for a single carpet to cost any- 



its clear trout stream running through 
the grounds. 

Originally, the Wilton Carpet Com- 
pany were the only firm to make large 
seamless carpets in England, and even 
now a Wilton hand-made seamless 
carpet is a better carpet when it is half- 
a-century old than are most machine- 
made seamless carpets when new. But 
now one has quite a wide choice of 
seamless carpets, the machine-made 
Axminster, the French Savonerie and 
Ambusson principal amongst them. 




The Establishment of Harvey Nichols & Co., Ltd., Knightsbridge 



thing from $1,000 to $4,000! The 
manufacturers receive back for shear- 
ing and cleaning, carpets that have 
been in constant use for upwards of a 
century, and these leave the works look- 
ing good for a century or two more ! 
The Wilton Carpet Company possess 
many fine exclusive designs which can 
be ordered through Harvey Nichols in 
any of the numerous qualities, to any 
ordinary size, shaped to fit any room, 
bay or corridor, without a seam! No 
American should fail to run down and 
see this unique old factory with its cen- 
turies-old lawn in the quadrangle, and 



Then there are the regular machine- 
made Axminsters in a variety of qual- 
ities, Wilton piles — like velvet to look 
upon, and wonderful in wear — and the 
fine Saxonies which have always been 
one of my favourite floor-coverings; 
their wearing qualities are unequalled 
in any machine-made carpet. Unfor- 
tunately, however, this sober and solid 
fabric is fast being displaced by the 
more showy patent Axminster, — and 
I am afraid Brussels, which gave our 
fathers such faithful service, is threat- 
ened with the same fate. A store like 
Harvey Nichols & Co., Ltd., however, 
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has to cater for every taste, and the 
Brussels and Saxonies are there as well 
as the Axminster — even the old twills 
that we associate with our childhood 
days are carried in stock and are in 
some demand. If it is floor covering, 
you can be sure of getting it at Harvey 
Nichols. 

For modern furnishing, some plain 
and self-colour carpetings impressed 
me very much, and have the merit of 
being very low in price. They admit 
of charming furnishing effects, for they 
can be made to customers' own shades 
— a distinct advantage when a colour- 
scheme is to be faithfully followed. 

Americans furnishing a house or flat 
in London for the season will find some 
very tempting values in Indian rugs, 
and in plain hair carpets and rugs, al- 
so a large choice of Indian and rush 
mattings which form so pretty a ground 
for oriental rugs. For the bed rooms 
and halls there are inlaid and printed 
linoleums in great variety, and handy 
little mats and rugs of which a single 
dollar will buy perhaps two or three ! 
For the stairs there are dainty Axmin- 
sters and Wilton piles, or the more ex- 
pensive but more effective Turkeys. 



In a word — all that the floor-cover- 
ing world can give is to be had at Har- 
vey Nichols in variety and value which 
I honestly believe to be unsurpassed 
the world over. 

It seemed that I had barely fringed 
the wonders of this great carpet depart- 
ment when, to my surprise, I found 
my afternoon had flown and closing 
time had come round ! Passing through 
the Furnishing department on my way 
out, I was attracted by the extraordin- 
arily low prices of the chintzes. It was, 
I found, possible to get quite a good 
chintz for 20 cents a yard, or a better 
quality for 25 cents, and I have never 
seen equal quality at less than a dollar 
at home. The range of designs and 
colourings was really enormous. I was 
assured that Harvey Nichols & Com- 
pany are the finest chintz and cretonne 
house in the world, having the most 
varied and up-to-date stocks — and I 
can quite believe it. 

Let no American who wishes to see 
a typical English Dry Goods store, and 
to study typical English values, fail to 
set aside a day when in London, for a 
visit to Harvey Nichols & Co., Ltd., at 
Knightsbridge. 
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